Family involvement in end-of-life care in a paediatric intensive care unit.
End-of-life care (ELC) on a paediatric intensive care unit (PICU) is a fundamental aspect of clinical practice and yet often remains a highly emotive and challenging issue. Every year, many children die in PICU often following the withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment, and as health professionals we have a duty to provide ELC that meets the needs of the dying child and their family. To achieve this, there is a growing emphasis on incorporating parental views on withdrawal of intensive care especially in time and place. Home care of the dying child enables the child to die at home in familiar surroundings and with the people who love them the most. This service is essentially child centred and acknowledges the unique and pivotal position that parents have in their child's life by empowering them to have control over the time and place of death. This is a vitally important aspect of end-of-life in PICU and underpins the ethos of this area of practice. We present a series of case reviews of patients cared for within a 12-month period, where intensive care was withdrawn distant from the PICU environment and address the challenges and considerations surrounding this area of practice.